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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SANCREED PARISH COUNCIL HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM ON 
20TH OCTOBER 2020 AT 7.30PM 
 

COUNCILLORS PRESENT 
Councillors Mr Ian Soulsby (Chairman), Mrs Hilary Harris, Mr Stuart Thomas, Mr Ivor James and 
Mr Michael Harvey. 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
Mrs Alexis Male (clerk) and seven members of the public, five of whom were candidates for co-
option. 

 
21-43 APOLOGIES 
No apologies were required. However, the clerk explained to councillors that she had  missed 
the apology that had been sent by the then Councillor Sue Freeman for the August meeting and 
requested that the councillors now considered it. It was agreed to accept the apology. 
 

21-44 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

21-45 PUBLIC SPEAKING 

• A member of the public gave their objections to Planning Application No PA20/07993. The 
councillors had received these prior to the meeting so it was unnecessary for him to repeat 
them but he did point out that there had been a late amendment, the buildings having been 
turned through one hundred and eighty degrees meaning that the parking now exited onto 
an unadopted lane which would cause aggravation to the residents living along it.  

• Councillors were informed by another member of the public that South West Water had 
agreed to put up signs against overnight camping. However, there was no legal reason not 
to park there. 

• Another member of the public requested it be clarified whether apologies given were a 
reason for not attending a meeting. The Chairman said that this had already been explained 
but the member of the public wanted it be made clear at the meeting so the clerk told her 
that an apology was given as a courtesy but that the councillor was still absent. 
 

21-46 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2020 having been previously circulated, it 
was resolved that they were a true and correct record and were signed.  
 

21-47 CO-OPTION DECISIONS 
The Chairman explained that the candidates would be invited to speak for a maximum of three 
minutes and then a vote would be taken by secret ballot. However, under the present 
conditions this could not be done by a written vote or by a show of hands so councillors should 
text or email the clerk with their vote. It was agreed to use text but the Chairman would have to 
call the clerk on his landline. 
 

21-48 FOOTPATHS AND HIGHWAYS 

• Vehicle Activated Signs – Councillor Mrs Harris reported that Councillor Mrs Hawkins had 
arranged a meeting with Rupert Spencer (Highways Manager) about having Vehicle 
Activated Signs (VAS) at Newbridge and Drift. Mr Spencer was also asked about the 
Government Funding for A3071. He said that the funding was not going to happen so asked 
whether the parish council wanted to carry on with two signs to move around or have two 
in Newbridge and one in Drift. He had asked Councillor Mrs Harris to email him with the 
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requirement. There is also the question of battery or solar powered. If the council chose to 
have battery powered units, there would have to be somebody in each location who would 
be willing to recharge the batteries. The clerk was asked to obtain three prices for both 
types of VAS. 

• Drift Dam Car Park - Councillors were informed that Cornwall Council did own the land but 
that it was classified as a lay-by, not a car park but they had suggested a height barrier on 
both entrances. Although the clerk had been advised to speak to Rupert Spencer, 
councillors felt that the wording of the signs should be seen first especially as the barriers 
would prohibit agricultural vehicles using the lay-by to transfer loads. 

• It was brought to the meeting that somebody had called a councillor about a redundant 
footpath about which several complaints had been received and that the parish council 
wanted it to be opened up. When the councilor pointed out that it had never been 
mentioned in his memory whilst a member of the council, the caller hung up. 

 

21-49 PLANNING 

• Applications 
o PA20/06745 – Ms Li Yu - Proposed Change of Use of Part of Adjacent Field to Form 

Extension of Residential Curtilage Parking and Turning Area Via New Access Off A30 
at Govail. Higher Drift, Buryas Bridge. Councillors considered that the applicant had caused 
a lot of the problems mentioned in the application themselves and pointed out that there 
used to be a garage and outside parking with this property until it was converted internally. 
Also the applicant had still not complied with enforcement notices to remove the planting 
and fencing. The difficulty for pedestrians crossing the road because of the bend would be 
made more difficult by vehicles egressing onto the highway at this point which was also not 
far from the site of the death of a motorcyclist recently. It was unanimously agreed to 
object to this application on safety grounds and to point out that the parish council was 
already trying to have road safety signs installed. 

o PA20/07993 – Mr Ian Jelbert - Construction of Three Dwelling Detached Cottages and 
Associated Works at Land S Of Baytree Cottage, Bosvenning Place, Newbridge. There had 
been quite a few objections from residents mainly objecting to the access on A3071 and 
adding to the sewerage problem. There were concerns that the plans had been altered with 
no immediate explanation. It was agreed that parking could be a problem if there were 
more than two cars per dwelling and that the access/exit on A3071 would take away part of 
the layby. A suggestion was made that the applicant could ease the parking issue by making 
extra land available. Councillors were not enamoured by the design feeling that it should be 
more sympathetic with more granite, not just quoins and lintels. It was agreed that, having 
not objected previously, the parish council could not do so now but to express the 
concerns. 

• Decisions 
o PA20/05969 - Mr and Mrs T Lay - Replacement buildings on same footprint as existing at 

Mys Hedra Farm, St Buryan. Approved with conditions 

• Correspondence 
o Planning for the Future, Government Consultation on Changes to the Planning System – To 

agree upon any response – Councillors felt that the changes did not really consider local 
Neighbourhood Development Plans and would have an adverse effect on affordable 
housing. It was agreed that the complicated system could do with streamlining and that the 
template for applications would be a good idea. It was agreed to make the comment that 
planning should be kept on a local level with local input. 
 

21-50 FINANCE 
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• Payments of £43.17 were agreed. 

• The clerk informed councillors that a new internal auditor had been suggested and that she 
would contact them with information and see if they wanted to take on the work. Then the 
matter would be brought back to the council for agreement. 

• A donation to The Poppy Appeal of £75 was agreed. 

• Christmas tree –  Councillor Thomas reported that the price would be approximately the 
same as the past year so it was agreed to purchase from Mole Valley Farmers. Councillor 
Thomas usually collected the trees and dropped them to Newbridge and Drift but he asked 
whether somebody else could drop off the Drift tree. This was agreed. 
 

21-51 WEBSITE 
Discussion of this matter was postponed until the following meeting. 
  

21-52 REPORTS FROM EXTERNAL MEETINGS ATTENDED 

• West Penwith Community Network Panel, Thursday 17th September 2020. No councillor had 
been able to attend. 

 

21-53 UPCOMING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
No notice of any upcoming meetings had been received. 
 

21-54 ADDIIONAL CORRESPONDENCE 

• The clerk informed councillors that correspondence had been received from Mr Haigh that 
day but there had been no time to read or forward it. 

 

21-55 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no further business. 

 

21-56 CO-OPTION TO FILL ONE VACANCY 
Before being temporarily removed from the meeting, candidates were reminded that another 
four vacancies would be decided at the next meeting. Councillors heard from Mr Robert Eddy, 
Ms Kate Goodman, Mr Mark Hawkins and Mrs Ali Thomas. Mr James Maddern was on a training 
course but had sent word to say that, if he did not make the meeting, he would like to be 
considered and Mr David Haigh had sent a written response that councillors had read. 
The councillors agreed to co-opt Mr Mark Hawkins. The candidates were brought back into the 
meeting and thanked for applying. 
 

21-57 ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN NEXT MONTH’S AGENDA 
There were no additional matters to be included. 

 

21-58 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next meeting was set for Tuesday, 17th November 2020. This meeting would 
again be held virtually. 
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.53pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
  17th November 2020 


